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CRITICISM OF FIREWOOD SUPPLY, TRANSPORT IN RUMANIA

On 30 August 1952 Scanteis reported that, 2lthough the approach of winter
had increased the importance of the supply of firewood to the people and of
timber to factories, the transport of firewood and lumber was unsatisfactory as
4 whole. In some regiunes where the party committees and executive committees
of people's councils concerned themselves with this problem, the paper coantiaued,
transportation was good, but many regiunes were behind, including Baia-Mare,
Pacau, Barlad, Constanta, Sibiu, and Suceava. In Plo=asti only 30 perceat of the
firewood transport plarn was cerried ouvt in Jjuly and 12 early August only 53 per-
cent. (1)

Pomania Libera reported on 2 September that confzrerces were held irp Cluj,
Ploesti, Timisocara, und Bacau oo 31 August to discuss the exgploltuticn and trans-
port of wnod. Participants included delegates of the Counzil of Miuisters,
secretaries of regiune party committees, of regiune forestry directorates, of
regiune wood trust directorates, directors of IPEIL {Intrepinderile pentru Ex-
ploatarea si Industrializaree Lemr.lui, Enterpr:se for the Exploitaticn and In-
dustrialization of Wocd), directors of regiure Combustibilul (fuel) organiza-
tions, and cthers. The discussion revealed, 2ccording to the paper, that con-
struction enterprises, industrial wood en*terprises, irstitutes, and work centers
do rot recs=ive the planned guantities of wood. An aralysis of the daficiennies,
it coptinued, showed that not all executive committees of pecple's councils,
especially those of regilure and raicno level, devoted suffliziert attention to
wood transport azd 5upply, and that some regiuzes failed to 2ze o)l availoble

labor.(2)
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On 3 September Romanis Libera reported on an interregiune conference held
in Cluj to analyze problems im wood transport. Participants included Pavel
Stefan, Minister of Forestry Culture; delegates of the General Directorate of
Work Projects of the Council of Ministers; delegates of the Ministiy of Communal
Administration apd Local Industry; representatives of executive committees of
people's councils from the following regiunes: Cluj, Baia-Mare, Oradea, and the
Hungarian Autonomous Regiune. Ir addition, there were delegates from the follow-
ing raions: Cluj, Huedin, Turda, Campeni, Dej, Zalau, Beclean, Nasaud, Jibou,
Satu-Mare, Lapus, Alesd, Marghita, Simleu, Targu-Sacuesc, Odorhei, Ciuc, Reghin,
and Sangheorghiu-de-Padure. Delegates were also present from wood trusts, IPEIL
unite. the General Directorate of Regiune Forests, regiune combustibilul enter-
prises, and others.

At this conference in Cluj, the paper reported, Aurel Vasilescu, secretary
of the executive committee of the People's council of Cluj Regiune, stated that
the plan for the transport of firewood was fulfilled 100 and 117 percent, re--
spactively; in the first two quarters of 1952. However, in the %hird quarter the
piAn was fulfilled only 49 percent in Cluj Regiune. In Dej Raion the plan was
fulfilled 23 percent, in Gherla Raron 16 perceut, ip Beclean b4 percent.

In Baia-Mare Regiune the third-quarter plan was fulfilled only 48 percent,
according to the paper, and Vasile Turdeanu, secretary of the executive com-
mittee of the people's council of Baia.Mare Regiune, criticized wood exploita-
tion units which refused to collaborate witk pecple's councils. At some IPEIL
units work was poorly organized, Turdeanu cortizued. In Baia~Mare, for example,
IPEIL owes Combustibilul upits a standirg quota of 1,799 loads of firewood, but
bhas failed to provide this quantity. This is also the case with IPEIL units in
Oradea, Cluj, and Gheorgheni Raion. (3)

On 6 September, Scanteia discussed wood transpert in Bacau Regiune, one of
the most important for the supply of wood. The transport of wood has been neg-
lected continuously by the people's council of tlre regiune, the paper stated,
and as a result the transport plan for the first haif of 1952 was not fulfilled.
Similarly, the July ang August  plans were fulfilled. The paper listed the
follcowing shortcomings: ‘Ihe executive commlttee set up commissions to super-
vise wood transport, but failed to support these commissions. In Targu-Ocna
Raton transport of wood feli behind schedule because of lack of attention on the
part of Constantir Cojocea, president of the executive committee of the reion
people's council, and Gheorghe Filip, secretary of the executive .ommittee,
Kulaks were psrmitted to sabotege transport in the regiune. Some did pot de-
liver wood on time. Others, such as David lsachi and Ion Bucur 1in Doftiara,
resorted to trickery to escape delivery of their wood quotas. Kulnks in Dof-
tlana, Cesin, and Onesti were aided by veterinarians, including Nitss:zv (fou) in
Onesti and Calaucescu (fou) iz Targu-0Ozra, who 1ssusd ce-tificates stating that
the cows of these kulaks were wnable to draw loads of wood.

Scanteis stated that serious errors also existed at the IPETL units of Targu.-
Ocpa, Buhugf: and Piatra Neamt raions. Bridges and roads leading to forest areas
were neglected, and &8s a result thousapds of cubic meters of wood were left in
the woods. Dozens of peasants traveled as much as 25.30 meters with their wRgONS
to pick up wood in the forests of Bogdana, Slanic, Doftiana, and RBalca in Targu-
Ocna Raion, but were forced to turn tack with empty wagons becesuse of rnad condi-
tions. These conditions explain why the plan for transport of wood i{in Targu.-

Ocna Raion was fulfilled only 58 percent, the paper concluded.(4)

An editorial appearing in Viagg_§ggg}cala on 7 September stressed the urgent
need for firewood und pointed out that the govercment snd the pariy are devoting
special attention to this problem., The firawnod situation, it continuad. war much
better in 1952 than in past years; Stalin, Pitesti, ard cther regiunes organized

to improve the firewood supply.
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The editorial mentioned, hovever » that In same areas grave errors oecurred due
to the lack of interest displayed by organizations in charge of mobilizing
forces for the cutting, removal, and transport of wood. The transport plan for
the entire country wvas fulfilled only 68 percent during the first 7 montbs of
1952. The executive committee of Moinesti Raion » for example, supplied Luca-
cestl Commune with its July wood supply on 25 July. Xulaks who own hauling
equipment were sent to haul wood from the easiest spots, while poor peasants
were sent to inacessible places. In some £pots kulaks were excused from wood

rapged to exclude kulsks inp Humulesti from quota Trequirements, although they
owned good tremsport equipment., 1In Borsu, Gheorgheni Raion > & kulak sabotaged
his oxen by driving nails into their hoofs to prevent them from transporting -
wood .

The editorial criticized the defective planning of the fuel enterprise of
the former Barlad Regiune, stating that as a consequence Tecuci did not have
enough wood, vhile the Foecsani and Zeletin depots contained too much. The Bacau
Wwood trust fulfilled its wood shipment plan as follows: to Bucharest, 60 per-
cent; to Galati, 50 percent; to Ploesti, 72 perzent; and to Constanta, 42 per-
cent. The editorial added that while all +these reglunes lack wood, Bacau it-
self, which has :abundant wood, received 115 percent of its planned amount,(5)
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